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The Drive for Ability Therapy Fund supports individuals with 
developmental disabili�es who are seeking access to therapies and 
services that enhance their communica�on, independence, well-being, 
par�cipa�on, and quality of life.

The fund is intended to help reduce financial barriers to accessing 
therapeu�c supports, including occupa�onal therapy, speech-language 
therapy, physiotherapy, counselling, behavioural supports, mental 
health services, assis�ve technology assessments, and other 
therapeu�c or skill-development services.

The fund recognizes the importance of individualized supports and the 
value of lived experience. It aims to empower individuals and families to 
access services that contribute to personal growth, inclusion, and full 
par�cipa�on in community life.

Learn more about eligibility requirements and the applica�on process 
on our website at aspirerichmond.com.

& the Dhinjal family 
present

Drive for Ability 
Therapy Fund

Scan/Click to learn more 
about eligibility requirements 

and to apply

Thank You, Annette Delaplace
At this year's Annual General Mee�ng, Aspire 
Richmond recognized Anne�e Delaplace as she 
completed six years of dedicated service on the 
Board of Directors and concluded her third term. 
During her �me on the Board, Anne�e provided 
strong leadership as Board President, helping to 
guide Aspire through a period of growth, innova�on, 
and con�nued commitment to quality services.

Anne�e's contribu�ons extended well beyond the 
board table. She played an ac�ve role in numerous 
commi�ees and ini�a�ves, championing inclusive 
educa�on, strengthening governance prac�ces, 
suppor�ng strategic planning, and fostering 
meaningful connec�ons between Aspire and the 
community. Her though�ul leadership, collabora�ve 
approach, and unwavering belief in inclusion have 
had a las�ng impact on our organiza�on.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, 
and the individuals and families we support, we 
extend our hear�elt thanks to Anne�e for her 
commitment, generosity, and service. We are 
grateful for the difference she has made and wish her 
all the best in the years ahead.

Shannon Cro�on, CEO

www.aspirerichmond.com

thriving. connected. happy.

Saturday	
Nov	28,	2026

8:30am - 1:30pm
Seedlings Early Childhood Development Hub

6380 No. 3 Rd Richmond, BC

Register	for	
your	45minute

timeslot
by	Nov	20

2026

Accepting donations of food and toys for the 
Aspire Richmond Kindness Committee Holiday Hampers

Children Services Holiday Party

Did you

know Aspire

is on social

media?
follow for 

more 

updates!

@aspirerichmond.com
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PRESENTS

THE

Thursday

November 19, 2026
6:00pm - 10:00pm
Executive Airport Hotel
7311 Westminster Hwy, Richmond

Buy your tickets early.  
Prices subject to quantity:

Tier 1: $150/ticket
Tier 2: $175/ticket

Tier 3: $200/ticket

Aspire’s Signature Fundraising Event
We are currently preparing for our 18th Annual Benefit of Possibili�es Gala 

ththat will take place on November 19 , 2026. The Gala is an important 
fundraiser that enables us to con�nue providing cri�cal resources and 
services to the individuals and families we support. 

Part of the prepara�on for this event is the solicita�on of sponsorship and 
silent auc�on items. Items include: gi� baskets, gi� cards, merchandise, 
event �ckets, financial contribu�ons or other items suitable for fundraising 
ini�a�ves.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in sponsorship opportuni�es or 
have items to donate to the silent auc�on, please contact us at:

           604-279-7040                nmurker@aspirerichmond.com.

Your generosity helps us con�nue providing valuable programs and services 
to those who rely on our organiza�on. Every contribu�on, regardless of size, 
makes a meaningful difference.

Sponsors and donors are recognized at the event and acknowledged in our 
event materials wherever possible.

Other ways you can support this event is by purchasing a �cket to a�end.  
Tickets are available now!

We look forward to seeing you at this event!

Nic Murker, Manager of Fund Development  and Community Awareness

National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation
September 30th marked Na�onal Day for Truth and 
Reconcilia�on in Canada. Outreach's Patricia Sill from 
the Ulkatcho First Na�on brought a group of friends 
along to a�end a day of remembering and ceremony at 
Queens Park, hosted by the QayQayt First Na�on. 

Everyone was able to learn from guest speakers, and 
experience Buffalo Thunder group drumming and 
dancing during the well-a�ended event. We encourage 
you to a�end next year for Truth and Reconcilia�on Day!

Ma�hew Taylor, Outreach Specialist

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/18th-annual-benefit-of-possibilities-tickets-2001083536726?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true
www.aspirerichmond.com
mailto:amelnyk@aspirerichmond.com


Inclusive 
Education
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Scan/Click
for more 

resources!

The Inclusive Educa�on Commi�ee includes parents, self-advocates, Richmond School 
District educators, and Aspire staff. The commi�ee promotes inclusive educa�onal prac�ces, 
supports advocacy related to public educa�on for students with developmental disabili�es, 
and provides recommenda�ons to the Aspire Board. To learn more about becoming a 
member, please contact Carrie at cmclellan@aspirerichmond.com.

Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year!  We hope that this year has started 
well for you and your family! 

This ar�cle focuses on the fundamentals of student support in schools, per 
Ministry guidelines. These key provincial guidelines inform the ways in which 
schools provide support and programming for all students, including for 
those with disabili�es or diverse abili�es.

Specifically, the Ministry of Educa�on policy language emphasizes that:

Ÿ Above all, behaviour (and other) interven�ons for students must 
promote the rights of all students to be treated with dignity. 

Ÿ Behaviour (and other) interven�ons for all students emphasize 
preven�on and posi�ve behaviour supports, and every effort is made 
to employ preventa�ve ac�ons that preclude the need for the use of 
isola�on/seclusion. 

Ÿ Posi�ve educa�onal/behaviour interven�ons and mental health 
supports are provided rou�nely for all students who need them, and 
they are provided in a safe and least-restric�ve environment, such as 
the regular classroom se�ng.

Ÿ Behaviour interven�ons must address the underlying cause or 
purpose of behaviour.

Ÿ Neither seclusion nor the use of dedicated learning spaces are to be 
used as a punishment, discipline, or to force compliance in an 
educa�onal/learning se�ng. 

Ÿ It is expected that parents and, where appropriate, students, are 
offered opportuni�es to be consulted in the development of posi�ve 
behaviour supports and interven�ons, behaviour plans, and safety 
plans. 

Ÿ Recurring prac�ce of seclusion or isola�on may not be common 
prac�ce in any student's educa�onal program

Take a moment to review the above and ask ques�ons when engaging in 
collabora�ve planning conversa�ons with schools. We hope that you find 
these guidelines helpful and informa�ve.
Thank you for reading!
Liz Hayes-Brown (she/her/hers)
Director of Instruc�on, Richmond School District No. 38

From Illusion to Inclusion: 
Ministry of Education and Child Care Principles 
of Student Support

Summer Fun!
Life is not just about having fun — 
although we’re pre�y good at that too! 
It’s about friendship: growing, laughing, 
and making a salad together for friends.

It’s about learning to be brave and strong, 
some�mes literally, while rock climbing!

It’s about discovering the beauty of our 
community and learning that it becomes 
even more meaningful when we share it 
with others.

And then there are the things that don’t 
need a lesson plan: the hugs, the laughter, 
the li�le victories, and those warm 
moments that somehow stay with us long 
a�er summer is gone.

Summer may be over, but the memories, 
friendships and lessons we created 
together are coming with us.

Wiole�a Okwieka-Reduch, 
Manager of Quantum LIFE Services

https://aspirerichmond.com/resources/inclusive-education/
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mailto:cmclellan@aspirerichmond.com


Inspired Connections on 
Display at City Hall

This fall, Aspire Richmond is proud to partner 
with Richmond Art Gallery for Inspired 
Connec�ons, an exhibi�on featuring artwork 
created by par�cipants in the Avenues Day 
Program.

The exhibit showcases a vibrant collec�on of 
mixed-media pieces inspired by personal 
experiences, memories, culture, and the 
connec�ons that shape our lives. Through their 
artwork, par�cipants share unique perspec�ves 
and stories while celebra�ng crea�vity, 
inclusion, and self-expression.

We invite everyone to visit the exhibi�on and 
experience the talent and crea�vity of Aspire 
Richmond’s talented ar�sts firsthand.

October is Community Inclusion Month
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family

Picnic

Rain or shine, Aspire’s annual 
summer picnic is always 
    a good time!
       Thank you to all who helped with
           the event and to those that braved 
              the rain and joined us!

International Day of Sign 
Language
September 23, 2026 marked the Interna�onal 
Day of Sign Languages.  For people who are 
deaf or dea�lind, sign languages and other 
communica�on methods help create 
opportuni�es for connec�on, self-expression, 
and full par�cipa�on in community life.

Heather demonstrates the sign for ‘fruit’ in 
American Sign Language.Exhibi�on Details:

Inspired Connec�ons September 8 to November 12, 2026
City Hall Galleria, Richmond City Hall, 6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond
Hours: Monday to Friday  8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  (Closed on public holidays)

Synergy LIFE program celebrated Mexican 
Day of Independence in September with 

themed decor, chips, guac and salsa!



For J.A. Tan, pain�ng is a way to explore emo�on, memory and 
human connec�on. For Jasmine, art became a way to 
reconnect with her daughter during a difficult period of 
motherhood and recovery. And for photographer Dana, even a 
city bus can be something beau�ful worth capturing.

Their stories represent some of the many different 
perspec�ves visitors will discover at the 22nd annual 
INCLUSION Art Show & Sale, returning to Vancouver's 
Roundhouse Community Arts & Recrea�on Centre Oct 27–28.

Hosted annually by posAbili�es Associa�on of Bri�sh Columbia 
during Community Inclusion Month in BC, INCLUSION brings 
together more than 200 ar�sts from across Metro Vancouver, 
including independent ar�sts and ar�sts connected with 
Community Living organiza�ons and studios. The exhibi�on 
provides ar�sts with diverse abili�es a professional pla�orm to 
showcase and sell their work, while invi�ng the public to 
discover the people and stories behind the art.   

J.A. Tan is a visual ar�st and Emily Carr University of Art + 
Design graduate whose expressive, colour-rich pain�ngs have 
been exhibited in Vancouver, New York, London, Manila and 
Beijing. In 2012, his pain�ng Victory was featured on a United 
Na�ons postage stamp for Au�sm Awareness. “Art is a journey 
of connec�on — a way to retrace steps through memories and 
places that have shaped me,” Tan shares. “Each image speaks 
of a moment, a place, or a feeling that resonates deeply within 
me.”

For Jasmine, crea�vity became an important part of her life 
when she was a new mother. She would take her daughter to 
the park, photograph the things they no�ced together and 
then paint those images onto her daughter's clothing. A�er 
experiencing postpartum mental health challenges, Jasmine 
says pain�ng became a way to connect emo�onally with her 
daughter and an important part of her recovery. Jasmine 
shares: “Now she joins me in the studio, crea�ng her own 
projects. It's come full circle.”

Photographer Dana finds inspira�on in an unexpected place: 
public transit. She loves photographing buses and finding 
beauty in something most people might simply look at without 
no�cing. “Most people will look at a bus and think, 'it's just a 
regular bus.' But I see beauty and look at it from a different 
perspec�ve.”

The exhibi�on features a wide range of original artwork, 
including pain�ng, collage, illustra�on, photography, po�ery, 
art cards, jewelry, glassware and more. Ar�sts keep 100% of 
their sales, providing income that can support their crea�ve 
prac�ces and studios.

Adam Warren, Manager of Avenues LIFE Services

Meet the Artists Bringing Their Stories to Vancouver's INCLUSION Art Show

Event Details
Date: October 27–28, 2026
Time: Tuesday (10:30am-7:30pm) and 
Wednesday (10:30am-6:30pm)
Loca�on: Roundhouse Arts & Recrea�on 
Centre, 181 Roundhouse Mews, Vancouver
Admission: Free (dona�ons at the door are 
appreciated and help support the show) 

The exhibi�on is designed to be welcoming and 
accessible, with ASL interpreta�on, sensory kits 
and addi�onal accommoda�ons available upon 
request.
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Help us plan for the Future at Aspire!
Aspire Richmond is in the process of developing our next Strategic Plan, 
and we would like to hear from you. Your experiences, insights, and 
ideas are invaluable as we plan for the future and work to ensure our 
services con�nue to meet the needs of the individuals and families we 
support.

We invite you to complete a short survey to share your thoughts on 
Aspire’s priori�es, services, and future direc�on. Your feedback will help 
guide our planning and decision-making over the coming years.

Thank you for taking the �me to 
par�cipate and for being an important 
part of the Aspire community.

Scan/Click here to 
complete the survey.

Open un�l Nov 1, 2026.

Matthew's 
Pirate Run
On a sunny September 
Saturday morning at the 
port of Garry Point, 
Ma�hew Lai from 
Outreach joined fellow 
pirates on land for the 
2026 Big Pirate Run. 
Ma�hew changed his 
boots to running shoes 
and ran a 5km race at a 
furious pace. Congrats to 
Ma�hew and all the 
Pirates! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AspireStrategicPlan2026
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Need a hand?
         ... we can help!

604-241-4113     |     www.handycrew.ca

Fresh Beginnings at Treehouse
Treehouse has been busy and joyful as we welcome several 
new children. Each brings a unique personality, ideas, and 
interests. We are enjoying ge�ng to know them, helping 
them feel comfortable, and seeing new connec�ons grow as 
they explore, join ac�vi�es, and find their place in the group.

As educators, we no�ce what sparks each child's curiosity, 
from imagina�ve play and building to books, sensory 
experiences, music, movement, and outdoor explora�on. 
Their interests guide meaningful, engaging experiences that 
support confidence, rela�onships, and development.

Treehouse is also enjoying a fresh start with new paint, 
improved ligh�ng, and artwork that adds warmth and 
personality. The refreshed space feels bright and welcoming, 
inspiring our team to create an environment where children 
and families feel comfortable, included, and at home. We will 
con�nue adding though�ul touches that reflect the children.

We con�nue to use F-Words-My Life Words to understand 
what ma�ers most to each child and family, including their 
strengths, preferences, rou�nes, rela�onships, and hopes. 
We are also crea�ng a booklet for every child. The F-Words 
framework: Func�oning, Family, Fitness, Fun, Friends, and 
Future, offers a posi�ve, strengths-based view of the whole 
child.

Crea�ng the booklet together will help us understand each 
child and family, celebrate what ma�ers to them, and 
iden�fy meaningful goals. It will provide families and 
educators with a shared resource for conversa�on, planning, 
and reflec�on while keeping each child's voice, interests, and 
abili�es at the centre.

As we se�le into our refreshed space and strengthen 
rela�onships, we look forward to the months ahead. Cooler 
weather, colourful leaves, and pumpkins will inspire outdoor 
explora�on, crea�ve projects, stories, and seasonal learning. 
We are excited to share these experiences and follow the 
children's ideas.

Angela Yodogawa, Manager of Treehouse early Learning Centre

Our focus on the “F 
words- My LiFe Words 
this month is family. In 
thinking about Family, it 
encourages us to learn 
more about each family's 
dynamics ,  interests , 
culture, and ways of 
connec�ng.

Recently, Treehouse hosted a parent night where families 
could meet other families a�ending Treehouse, spend �me 
together, and learn more about how we care for their 
children. It was also an opportunity to share with families 
that we are here to support them, so they have what they 
need to help their children thrive. The evening helped 
teachers build stronger rela�onships with families while 
giving families a chance to connect with one another and 
strengthen their community.
 
Strong families grow from simple moments, a friendly 
conversa�on, a shared ac�vity, or a helping hand. By taking 
�me to connect, we built a deeper sense of belonging and 
create a more welcoming environment for everyone.

Why is Children's Services using F-words? 
F-words is a way to bring together tradi�onal informa�on with a 
strength-based, holis�c understanding of children and families. For 

more informa�on, click here F-words Videos - CanChild

Angela Yodogawa, Manager of Treehouse early Learning Centre

Small Moments, Stronger Families
F-Words- My LiFe Words
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https://canchild.ca/research-in-practice/f-words-in-childhood-disability/f-words-videos/
https://aspirerichmond.com/resources/f-words-my-life-words/


Aspire Richmond
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MEMBERSHIP

Sign up or renew
your membership
online today!

604-279-7040

info@aspirerichmond.com      

www.aspirerichmond.com

170 7000 Minoru Blvd Richmond BC V6Y 3Z5

CRA Reg # 107895591RR0001

with

Membership fees:

Single Membership:  $10/year, $100/lifetime

Family Membership (2 votes):  $15/year, $150/lifetime

Aspire Richmond is a non-profit, 

member driven organization.  

We operate in part, by contributions 

of your membership fees.

MEMBERSHIP

Sign up or renew
your membership
online today!

604-279-7040

info@aspirerichmond.com      

www.aspirerichmond.com

170 7000 Minoru Blvd 

Richmond BC V6Y 3Z5

CRA Reg # 107895591RR0001

with

Aspire Richmond is a non-profit, 

member driven organization.  

We operate in part, by contributions 

of your membership fees.

Membership fees:

Single Membership: 

$10/year

$100/lifetime

Family Membership (2 votes): 

$15/year

$150/lifetime

Saturday	
Nov	28,	2026

8:30am - 1:30pm
Seedlings Early Childhood 

Development Hub
6380 No. 3 Rd 
Richmond, BC

THE

NOVEMBER 19, 2026

You have decided it is time to do 
some estate planning, and you want 
to leave a bequest to your child with 
a disability. Consider speaking to 
your planner about a Henson Trust. 

The advantage of this type of trust is 
that it will not affect your child's 
abil ity to receive government 
benefits. You select a trusted 
individual who has full discretion 
over the trust and makes decisions 
on behalf of your child. You can also 
stipulate that the residual of that 
trust be donated to a charity, 
offsetting taxes and such at the time 
of your child's passing. 

  Give the 
gift of a 
   lifetime

For more information, 
please email 
info@aspirerichmond.com

RSVP if you can 
to 604-279-7040 
or just drop in!

Register	for	
your	45minute	timeslot
by	Nov	20,	2026
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